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Greece - Earthguakes

Greece is one of the most seismically
active countries of the world. Some
destructive earthquakes had caused
deaths and important damages to the
buildings in our country.

Earthquake Planning and Protection
Organization (E.P.P.0.) was founded in
1983, as the competent authority in
Greece to process and design the
national policy on earthquake
protection.

E.P.P.O. is a Legal Entity of Public Law under the supervision of the
Hellenic Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks. E
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Earthquake Planning and Protection Organization
(E.P.P.O.)

E.P.P.O.'s Actions focus on the following subjects:

> Improving the seismic capacity of structures

> Providing knowledge of the earthquake hazard
> Arising awareness and educating the population

> Planning of preparedness measures

> Supporting the applied research

> Contributing in case of destructive earthquake
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“For a safer world in the 21 century, one of the main goal of States is to
build a culture of prevention” (UNISDR).

"We can replace material possessions, but we cannot replace people. |
am repeatedly appalled at how many people die in disasters. The
majority of victims are invariably the poor and vulnerable. Let us move
from a culture of reaction to one of prevention and build resilience by
reducing loss of life.” (UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon)
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E.P.P.O.)s Actions: Information -
Education

.==1| E.P.P.O. promotes a culture of earthquake-awareness
' and disaster reduction. That includes seismic

| framework  E.P.PO. develops practices and
procedures in order to:

and by o ruslace tham.

» inform and familiarize the population with
earthquakes (school community, officials, staff
of hospitals, museums and enterprises,
volunteers, people with disabilities, tourists etc.)

> help the citizens to update their relative

- =| knowledge and to develop skills in order to
cope in case of a strong earthquake

» train specific target groups responsible for

emergency management. ﬁ\_,\_
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E.P.P.O.s Actions: Awareness - Education

O

In the framework of awareness and education of the
population, E.P.P.O.:

»studies and analyzes the needs of each target group Get Ready

[ ifi ' : - for the Earthquak
»identifies and implements best practices gained from e

previous experiences
Be Prepared!
»develops and realizes innovative initiatives and actions Vi

aiming to raise awareness of public and to empower
people to prepare

»trains teachers, parents or other groups to be able to
help children cope in case of an earthquake event

> evaluate its efforts

»disseminates and shares its results to potential
beneficiaries on a constant base.
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Seismic Safety at Schools

The objective of this initiative is to develop disaster-
resilient school communities through awareness,
self-help, cooperation and education.

This initiative includes:

» collaboration with Hellenic Ministry of Education
» elaboration of E.P.P.O.'s educational project
“Earthquake Protection at Schools” for teachers
» implementation of schools’ projects for students
» development of guidelines concerning the
emergency plans and the earthquake drills
» publication of educational material for
students and teachers.
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Awareness and Education of

the Public and Officials

The education of the officials and the population is

mainly based on:

» implementation of seminars for different target
groups (public or private services, enterprises etc.)

» publication of books, handbooks and pamphlets
with guidelines for emergency plans etc. These are
distributed for free through newspapers, the

electricity company etc.
» development of TV social messages
» implementation of information campaigns

» Wwebsite: www.oasp.gr.
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SRR People with Disabilities

OF EARTHOUAKES E CPFE]

Earthquakes often

e People with disabilities and older persons should have

All of us should

S full and effective participation on disaster management
when an earthquake

strites an equal basis with others. EPPO in collaboration with
experts on special needs education and disabled people
implements the following:

» Training seminars addressed to disabled people, family
members, teachers and educators.

mmmmmmm

» Booklets, posters and software tablet and i-phone
applications using “easy-to-read” method.

M et ready » Earthquake Drills.
¢ foran = o
Earthquak

Guidelines |-

for people
B with mobility
Impairments
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Information of the Tourists

E.P.P.O. took the initiative to inform the hotels
staff and the tourists — travellers on issues
regarding preparedness and response with
respect to earthquakes through specific lectures
for hotels staff or embassies staff and the
publication of a leaflet for tourists in Greek and
6 other languages.

Learning about Earthquakes
and Protection Measures
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The Contribution of
Volunteers

The role of volunteers in disaster management is of
decisive importance. The educational project «Protect
Myself and Others» is running since 2001 and aims to

Exmoideorik ]

train citizens to develop skills on risk management and
i emergency response, as volunteers in a local level.

TON EAYTO MOY KAI TOYZ AAAOYE

The thematology of this project is about earthquakes,
fires, sea accidents, floods etc.

The duration of the training sessions comes up to 100
hours in 3 months. EPPO is responsible for the session
of the earthquakes, which lasts 13 hours.

In the frame of this project, the last years 9000
volunteers from all over the country had been trained in
their region. At the end of the project the volunteers
receive a certificate of attendance. :

e Bpuslass Traupes, Nanpol Ty Tevcpa
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@ E.P.P.O.s Educational Actions:
Aftershock Period

'MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE, TRANSPORT AND NETWORKS

EARTIOUAE PLAVANG 1D FROTETON GROANEATON €7 In case of a destructive earthquake, E.P.P.O.:

PROTECTION GUIDELINES

» is immediately activated and informs specific
targer groups of the local population (teachers,
students, staff of hotels etc.) on earthquake
protection issues at aftershock period.

» develops and publishes educational material
with guidelines for the safety of people that have
been affected by the earthquake.

» distributes leaflets to the population.
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el E.P.P.Os Actions: EU Projects

E.P.P.O. participates to educational projects that
are completely or partly funded by the European
Union or international organizations, and national
projects too.

Enhancing Volunteer Awareness and education
against Natural Disasters through E-learning

EVANDE
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Summarizing...

O

» It is urgent to develop effective global and regional educational
methods, tools and material in order to raise public awareness;
promote a culture of disaster prevention and resilience; improve skills
of population; change behaviors; and share experiences or best
practices.

» Achieving improved disaster safety is not only a problem but also a
challenge to prompt individuals and community engagement and
action.

» In Greece, E.P.P.O. has stepped up its efforts to build up awareness,
increase preparedness, and ensure emergency response of population,
school community, volunteers etc., towards the safety and welfare of
all.
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EPPO website http://www.oasp.gr

EPPO  Prepare now  Regulations Research Programs  Preparedness  Publications  Useful links  Communication

— Form "Protection Guidelines - aftershock Period " _
GaREIRE REGTTAEIAT The EPPO created this form to be informed citizens the aftershock period for s Ty umoaTripER @
protective measures to be taken, the initiatives must take to mitigate the ” C
f'l'lg‘.n:nrn.u'l psychosocial impact of their family membears, and the actions of the State G ke MeTdigpn
;‘.‘.l,r-]_'-',c regarding the rehabilitation of arsas affected earlier by an earthquake. ks o B
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? FAQ for Earthquake
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Myths about earthgquakes

KAN.EPE. 2013
REGULATION Contingency

Santorini Volcano
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ECPFE

Eurcpean Centre on
Prevention and
Forecasting of
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History of Events
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Thank you for your attention!

Earthquake Planning and Protection
Organization of Greece (E.P.P.O.)
info@oasp.gr

tel.: +30 210 6728000
fax.: +30 210 6779561

Dr Asimina Kourou

Head of Education and Information Department
e-mail: akourou@oasp.gr
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